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A New Beginning:
BC Chinese Music Association 2022 Annual Concert
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Welcome to the B.C. Chinese Music Association's 27th annual concert, "A
New Beginning". Tonight we are pleased to present several well-loved
compositions from the Chinese orchestral repertoire, including Hong Kong TV
Theme Songs Suite by Joseph Koo and the Ballade of Lan Hua Hua by Guan
Ming. This is a special occasion for our organization as we present performances
from all three of our ensembles: the B.C. Chinese Orchestra (BCCO), the B.C.
Chinese Music Ensemble (BCCME), and the B.C. Youth Chinese Orchestra
(BCYCO). You will hear a premiere of a contemporary work by Rita Ueda called
Humming Bird in Winter, which was written specifically for the current members
of the BCCME. The BCYCO will be performing Alamuhan, an arrangement written
by the erhu section of the orchestra with assistance from Maggie Lu.

As we come out of the pandemic, we look forward to a new beginning for
our organization. We have had many long-time members of our orchestra retire
from their orchestral posts within the last two years. We thank each member for
their many years of dedication and sacrifice and look forward to a time of
renewal, when we focus our energies on building up a new generation of
Chinese instrumentalists and Chinese orchestral musicians. Most notably, we
dedicate this concert to the memory of Mr. S.K. Lee, our past Honorary President
and Mr. Eric C.K. Chan, a champion of the B.C. Youth Chinese Orchestra and a
director on our board for many years. We also thank Mr. Bill Lai, our Founding
President, for his many years of leadership and service.

The B.C. Chinese Music Association will continue to carry on the mission
of providing platforms for the performance of Chinese instrumental music in
Canada, as well as creating opportunities for Chinese music education. As part
of our focus on renewal, we are launching a new series of instrumental music
classes for children and adults from beginner to advanced level beginning this
fall. We will also be collaborating with the Central Conservatory of Music in
China to offer the 17th Overseas Chinese Music Instruments Technique Grade
Exam this autumn.

Many thanks to you, our audience, for your continued interest in Chinese
instrumental music. Please continue to follow our classes, exams and events on
our website as our ensembles have more exciting performances coming up in
June and July.

Sincerely,
Gloria Wong, Director of Education
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Conductor: Peggy Hua
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Peggy Hua is a conductor and music educator based in
Vancouver, Canada. Drawing inspiration from their
Taiwanese heritage and connections to Chinese
culture, Peggy is a strong supporter of Vancouver's
diverse music scene. Peggy is currently appointed as
the Resident Conductor of the BC Chinese Orchestra
and BC Chinese Music Ensemble, Conductor of Egret
Taiwanese Choir, Left Coast Labour Chorus,
Vancouver Huaren Choir, and Artistic Director of
Downton Singers. In 2014, Peggy directed Cor
Flammae as the inaugural guest conductor and is
currently the associate conductor of the choir. In 2016,
Peggy was invited to guest conduct the Vancouver
Inter-Cultural Orchestra (VICO) in an intercultural
fusion concert featuring Contemporary Vietnamese
and Canadian composers. Peggy has also been on the
faculty at the University of British Columbia, teaching
choral conducting at the School of Music.

Peggy received their graduate degree in choral conducting from University of
British Columbia under the tutelage of Dr. Graeme Langager. Peggy has also
studied conducting under Lars Kaario, Maestro Dwight Bennett, and Maestro
Vance George. Peggy has served on numerous boards in Vancouver, namely the
Vancouver Women’s Musical Society, and was recently appointed as board
director of the Pride in Art Society (PiA).
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Suona Soloist: Zhongxi Wu
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Zhongxi Wu (R B E) is from the 4th-generation of suona players. He
graduated from the Heilongiang Performing Arts University specializing in
suona, and has toured in China, Japan, the USA, Europe, and Canada,
performing in solo and orchestral works, traditional Chinese opera,
experimental theatre, contemporary music, Celtic traditions, and jazz idioms.
Recently he recorded with the Vancouver Intercultural Orchestra (VICO) (“In
the Key of the World”), as well as with the Jodi Proznick Trio (“Jasmine Jazz”,
forthcoming). He has taught students from the UBC Music Department, and is
a faculty member at the VSO School of Music.
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Erhu Soloist: Kenny Chu
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Kenny began his journey in Chinese music in Hong Kong by learning to play the
Erhu starting at the young age of seven. He participated in the primary school
orchestra and performed in many events and concerts. He won his first award in
the Hong Kong Schools Music Festival when he was 10 years old. After moving to
Vancouver with his family, he joined BC Chinese Orchestra as an erhu player and
studied from the Erhu Maestro Mr. Zhong Cai Yang. He participated in the
Vancouver Kiwanis Music Festival, took the First Place award of the Erhu class in
2001, and the First Place award of the Chinese Ethnic Instruments class in both
2004 and 2008. In 2010, he was selected to compete in the Gala Concert of the
festival and won the Second Place award as the representing musician of all
Chinese instruments. Other than his active participation in traditional music
performance, he has also been playing in multiple concerts as live band
musicians. He and Pipa Soloist Charmaine Chan were invited to perform in
Berlin, Germany in April 2019.
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BCYCO

Members

Conductor: Tian Ip
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Conductor: Tian Ip
Taif: THER

Tian Ip, born in Hong Kong and grew up in
Vancouver, started playing classical piano at the
age of 4 and guzheng (Chinese harp) at the age of
9. After garnering a piano performance diploma
from the Associated Board of Royal School of
Music at the age of 16, Tian pursued further
music education in Audio Engineering from The
Art Institute of Vancouver, Choral Conducting
and General Music Studies from Capilano
University, as well as a degree in Pipe Organ
Performance (with a minor in Music Technology)
from the University of British Columbia.

With over 20 years of teaching experience, Tian Ip has also earned a reputation in
the local music scene as a skillful keyboardist where she has shared a stage with
many renowned artists from Asia. She has also worked as a director of music and
led choirs at St. Anselm's Anglican Church for over half a decade. Being fluent in
English, Cantonese and Mandarin, Tian was recruited onto the board of directors
for the BC Chinese Music Association in 2018 and has performed with their youth
orchestra as well as their full orchestra on various occasions. In 2021, Tian was
invited to be the conductor and artistic director of the BC Youth Chinese Orchestra.
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Theme of Heroes (FIS%)
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Chuang Jiang Ling “Theme of Heroes” was jointly composed by Yu Huiyong
(1926-77) and Hu Dengtiao (1926-1995) in 1958. The piece depicts determined
and fearless warriors going into battle. Opening with a suona solo in the upper
register, this piece has captured the imagination of many generations and was
featured in numerous martial arts movies produced in Hong Kong in the 1960s.
Most recently, it was featured in the opening of the 2015 film, Monkey King: Hero
is Back.
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Sentiments for the Loess Plateau (H1H)
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Huang Tu Qing “Sentiments for the Loess Plateau” was written by Zhou Dong
Chao, a well-known composer as well as performer of the suona. Zhou, a native
of Hebei province, has written a programmatic piece with melodies
characteristic of the northern provinces of China. The suona solo and orchestral
writing depict the people's sentiments for the Loess Plateau, a region including
the provinces of Gansu, Shaanxi and Shanxi. Loess is a clastic silt-like sediment
formed by the accumulation of wind blown dust. The Loess Plateau is a region
southeast of the Gobi desert with unique geographical formations of platforms,
ridges and hills. The region is known to be extremely rugged and difficult to
farm and yet a cradle of Chinese culture and arts for centuries.
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Radetszky March (HLFFHTEETT Hh)
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This march is Zhu Xiao’s arrangement of Johann Strauss Sr.’s (1894-1949) Op.
228. The piece was dedicated to Field Marshal Joseph Radetzky von Radetz to
commemorate his victory at the Battle of Custoza. Well-loved and often
performed by the Chinese around the world, a Youtube video of this
arrangement played by the Central Chinese Orchestra in Vienna has 2.3M views.
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Bow Dance (5#%E)

This piece, composed by Shang Yi (1929-2001) and arranged by Yi Youwu, is
taken from the sixth movement of Xiao Dao Hui Wuju “Dagger Group Suite”.
Its melody is beautiful, sonorous and powerful. The piece depicts the valiant

image of the heroine, Zhou Xiuying, who led the dagger group in their martial
arts training.
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Alamuhan (PIRIART)
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Alamuhan is a Uyghur folk tune of Xinjiang that was collected and adapted by
musicologist Wang Liubin in the 1940s. The title is a reference to the nineteenth
century fabled beauty, Alamuhan (also known as Alam Khan), whom many
courted and sought after. This arrangement was written by the erhu students of
the BC Youth Chinese Orchestra with the assistance of Maggie Lu.
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Horse Race (&5)
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Sai Ma “Horse Race” was originally composed by Huang Huaihai (1935-67) in
1956 as a part of a Shanghai competition for erhu solo compositions. This lively
tune, derived from a Mongolian folk melody, captures the passion and
enthusiasm of the Mongolian horse racing tradition. It has since become a
favourite in the repertoire and is arranged here for erhu ensemble and
percussion by Tian Ip.
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Hummingbird in Winter (World Premiere)
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By composer Rita Ueda (b. 1963): Every performer in Hummingbird in Winter
plays a character. Can you tell who in the ensemble is the Hummingbird? What
about Dragon and his best friend, Phoenix? The three heavenly sisters, Silver
Sky, Moonlight, and Winter Wind? Other instruments play the part of Air,
Thunder, Raindrop, Hailstone, and Snowflake. I particularly wanted to write a
piece for the BC Chinese Music Ensemble about the hummingbird — the official
bird of Vancouver. This wonderful ensemble has been creating new Canadian
works for 17 years and counting. BCCME’s commitment to performance,
education, community outreach, and intercultural collaboration makes them a
treasure in the Canadian cultural landscape.
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Send My Lover (XTEER)
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In Song Qing Lang “Send My Lover”, Bruce Bai draws from a piece taken from the
errenzhuan song tradition of the Northeast. This song and dance tradition,
usually performed by a man and woman, is a form of storytelling and dialogue
singing that is performed while dancing with fans as props. The song tells the
story of a maiden who is saying farewell to her lover and sending him off on his
journey.
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Early Spring by the Han River (EILEHFR)
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Han Jiang Chun Zao “Early Spring by the Han River”, was composed in 1958 by
Ren Tongxiang (1926-2002), a well-known suona player in Shanghai, who was
inspired by the beautiful lakes and vivid landscapes by the Han River and used a
Henan folk tune as the basis for this solo piece. The piece is in three parts: a
happy introduction leads into a nostalgic, slow section that is a meditation on
hardship, concluding with a joyous allegro finale.
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Ballade of Lan Hua Hua (BAETEFIE )
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Composed by Guan Ming in 1981, this piece for erhu and orchestra originates
from the Northern Shaanxi folk tune, "Lan Hua Hua". The tune is based on the
folk legend of a historical heroine of the same name. Born in 1919, Lan Hua Hua
was a young woman who fell in love with a soldier of the Red Army. In the
midst of war, the lovers were forced to separate and the parents of Lan Hua
Hua forced her to marry another man against her will. Through many
tragedies, the heroine dies of sorrow. On returning from war, her lover writes
this tune to lament her death.
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Hong Kong TV Theme Songs Suite (E{EE R FEH Eﬂi>>

This is ten of the most popular themes from television by Joseph Koo,
representing the golden era of TV drama series in Hong Kong and Southeast
Asia in the 1970s and 80s. These include such highly popular series and tunes
as: The Story of the Book and Sword, The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, The Bund,
Elusive Memories on the Misty Lake, and Luk Siu Fung. The tunes have set the
musical backdrop for the telling of stories that have captivated the hearts of
millions, bringing back fond memories for those who have gone grown up
watching these drama series.
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e Livestreaming: Bailey's Video Studio

* Recording: Jackie Lau

* Photography: Caroline Y.M. Ng, Eric Chan

e Stage Manager: Yungming Liu

e Production Team: Yungming Liu, Gallant Wong, Maggie Lu, Gloria Wong
e Marketing: Tim Chan, Maggie Lu, Charlie Lui, Sunny Leung

e Volunteers: Lucinda Lau, Mary Pan, Juliette Xu, Ashley Zou, Helena Li

e Orchestra Librarian: Helena Li
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We acknowledge that we work, rehearse, teach, and play on the traditional,
ancestral and unceded Coast Salish Territory of the $x¥moBk¥ayama?4
tomax" (Musqueam), Skwxwu7mesh-ulh Temixw (Squamish) and
salilwotaPttomoxW (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations.
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